
The first grade is an exciting time at our school, 
as children transition from the familiarity 
of kindergarten into a more formal learning 
environment. While this can bring on first 
grade jitters, your first grade child has a sense 
of wonder and imagination perfectly suited 
to this new challenge. And our curriculum is 
thoughtfully designed to reward this curiosity, 
laying the foundation for lifetime learning.

Writing

Writing is taught by introducing the alphabet 
through pictures, stories and phonetics. Students 
learn the proper way to hold and use a variety of 
writing instruments. Children produce vibrant, 
full-page lesson books, filled with letters, words, 
and pictures. 

Recitation

Children work to remember and recite (in unison) 
20-30 minute poems and stories. They retain
stories and texts by repeating and reflecting on
their themes, situations and outcomes—the true
beginning of reading comprehension.

Reading Basics

Literacy is built through listening, vocabulary 
development, poetry, and stories. Teachers are 
schooled in storytelling specifically for this age, 
and share traditional fairy tales and folk tales 
from around the world, including: Russian, 
African, Japanese & Grimm’s stories.

Mathematics

All four basic math operations (addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division) 
are introduced simultaneously through 
characterizations that demonstrate their 
essential quality; i.e. Dexter Divide, who always 
shares. Number patterns, Roman numerals and 
place value.

1st Grade Curriculum

Forming a cohort. Fairy tales, 

folktales and myths from 

around the world.
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French

Students experience the language through 
games, song, stories, role plays, hands on 
activities and dances. French provides cultural 
exposure relevant to Canada and develops 
memory, language and vocabulary skills.

Art

Students practice beeswax modeling, “form 
drawing,” wet-on-wet watercolor painting and 
traditional drawing.

Handwork

Knitting for coordination, focus and 
understanding patterns.

Music

Daily singing and pentatonic flute playing with 
music specialist and class teacher.

Movement and Games

Both programs include gross motor exercises and 
activities that will meet the foundational needs of 
these younger learners and support their spatial 
sense, sense of balance, and movement skills. 
These activities will directly benefit the younger 
student's ability to settle into seated work, to 
concentrate, and to prepare for the fine motor 
activities of other lessons. 

SCOPE

See separate brochure.

Field Trips & Community Events

The class field trip usually brings students for 
a day to local nature centers, zoos or museums 
with a regional, natural and environmental 
theme involving animals. Plays and festivals 
include: The Rose Ceremony, Michaelmas, 
Lantern Walk, class play, winter parent festival 
and Mayfair.

Sciences

Stories that personify nature and relate its 
processes and qualities in experiential terms 
are most meaningful to the first grader. These 
provide a basis for scientific curiosity in the 
upper grades. Nature activities and field trips 
support the nature study.

Recess

Students have multiple recesses and daily field 
trips to local parks to energize their bodies 
and activate their minds in social play, group 
dynamics, and exploration of the physical 
environment. 
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2nd Grade Curriculum

Social Development: Legends, 

Heroes and Fables.

Your second grade child possesses the innocence 
of early childhood and a growing interest 
in testing boundaries. Our curriculum is 
specifically designed to strengthen your child’s 
social development and teach new skills. A 
signature of the second grade is the study of 
fables, which portray the highs and lows of 
human potential and the relationship between 
choices and consequences. As your child builds 
confidence in academic skills, these morals act 
as a subtle guide for social development.

Writing

Writing through dictation, rhyming word 
families, sight words, and simple sentence 
construction. Children continue to produce 
vibrant, full-page lesson books, filled with 
words, short sentences and pictures. Composition 
can take place as a class or in small groups.

Reading

Practice spelling, phonics, punctuation, reading, 
sentence structure, capitalization, distinguishing 
upper and lower case letters, poetry, and 
rhyming. Literacy is built through listening, 
vocabulary development, poetry, and stories.

Recitation

The vocabulary of poems and stories that 
the children commit to memory increases in 
complexity and length. Often the children work 
together to present their first class play, spoken 
in unison.

Mathematics

Continuation with the four arithmetic processes 
includes a strong focus on the memorization 
of times tables. Place value is introduced and 
practiced in multi-digit problems employing 
carrying and borrowing.

Sciences

Teachers use nature stories to personify natural 
and elemental principles. Class field trips to 
local gardens and nature centers bring the 
environmental sciences and zoology alive for the 
students.

Movement & Games

Both programs include gross motor exercises and 
activities that will meet the foundational needs of 
these younger learners and support their spatial 
sense, sense of balance, and movement skills. 
These activities will directly benefit the younger 
student's ability to settle into seated work, to 
concentrate, and to prepare for the fine motor 
activities of other lessons. 
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Handwork

Knitting and Purling for coordination, focus and 
understanding patterns.

Music

Daily singing and pentatonic flute playing with 
music specialist. 

SCOPE

See separate brochure.

Field Trips & Community Events

Second graders participate in the Michaelmas, 
Lantern Walk, Winter Light Festival, class play, 
student assemblies and Parent Festivals. Grade 
2 is matched with a buddy in the grade 7 class. 
Field Trips are related to nature and animals 
and can include a trip to a pumpkin farm, apple 
orchard, sugar maple farm and Evergreen 
Brickworks.

Recess

Students have multiple recesses and daily field 
trips to local parks to energize their bodies 
and activate their minds in social play, group 
dynamics, and exploration of the physical 
environment.

French

French provides cultural exposure, develops 
memory, language, translative thinking and 
vocabulary skills. It is taught three times a week 
using songs, rhymes, puppet shows and games.

Art

Daily practice with drawing (form drawings) 
and weekly wet on wet watercolor paintings are 
created for developmental (rather than artistic) 
capacities.
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3rd Grade Curriculum 

Identity Formation.  

Hebrew stories.

Your third grader is becoming more independent 
and curious about the world and their role in 
it. At the same time, this growing sense of self 
may be accompanied by a feeling of separation 
and perhaps even loneliness. Our third grade 
curriculum helps your child navigate this pivotal 
developmental year of identity formation. We 
study creation stories that mirror an awakening 
to the human condition. We introduce a wide 
range of solutions to human problems- farming, 
gardening, cooking, measuring, money, telling 
time, building shelters and knitting all help your 
child discover a new sense of self-reliance.

Writing

 – Learning cursive handwriting

 – Dictation practice

 – Writing a simple story independently

 – Beginning library use and research protocol

 – Weekly spelling quizzes and vocabulary 
development

 – Develop understanding of basic sentence 
structure

 – Journaling

Reading

 – Hebrew, farming, and historical fables

 – Independent reading and daily reading in 
groups or with partners

 – Introduction to the basic parts of speech; 
noun, verb, adjective and adverb

 – Reviewing stories to develop comprehension 
and sequencing

Science & Mathematics

 – Farming and gardening: growing and 
cultivating; food rhythms in the cycle of 
a year

 – Introduction to measurements: calculating 
distance, capacity, weight & time

 – Memorization of the multiplication tables

 – Daily practice with the four basic operations 
and multiplication tables

 – Introduction of multi-digit multiplication

 – Introduction of long division

 – Money (run a bake sale)
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Handwork

 – Three-dimensional project is knitted such as 
a pouch, hat or hand puppet

Music

 – Music literacy through story

 – Singing in unison; begin singing in rounds

 – Pentatonic flute & diatonic recorder

Gym & Circus Arts

 – Folk dances, balance games, gymnastics, 
jump roping, hula hoops, clapping and chase 
games

 – Circus Arts include juggling, unicycling, 
stilts, silks, and a variety of floor exercises

Scope

See separate brochure.

Recess

 – Students have multiple recesses and daily 
field trips to local parks to energize their 
bodies and activate their minds in social 
play, group dynamics, and exploration of the 
physical environment

Field Trips & Community Events

 – Biodynamic Farm Trip: 3-day field trip to 
care for the land and animals

 – 3rd grade play: Hebrew story, recited in 
chorus with costumes, props 

 – Michaelmas play, Lantern walk, class play, 
Winter Light festival, parent festivals and 
Mayfair

Geography & History

 – Hebrew language, culture, rituals & history

 – Shelters: climate and location of ancient and 
modern building techniques

 – Grains: importance in global nourishment 
and world cultures

Art

 – Block book motifs from stories and nature

 – Beeswax and clay modeling 

French

 – Words and usages are playfully absorbed into 
memory through songs, games and puppetry. 
They also serve as an anchor for grammatical 
structure to be lifted to consciousness later.
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4th Grade Curriculum 

Emotional self-awareness.  

Norse mythology and  

local history.

For your fourth-grader, the year ahead promises 
a new level of emotional self-awareness. 
Your child will become more independent, 
recognizing the separation between themselves 
and the surrounding world. You may notice a 
corresponding evolution in your child’s thought 
process as reasoning becomes more objective. 
Our fourth-grade curriculum is designed to 
support this new level of maturity.

For example, we study Norse myths, as they are 
particularly strong at imparting the gifts, and 
the risks, of free will. And we combine history 
with geography, to give your child a sense of the 
interrelated nature of space, time, culture, and 
the individual.

Language Arts

 – Grammar, punctuation, the nine parts 
of speech, the four sentence structures 
and composition, independent reading, 
discussion, speech and drama

Literature

 – Norse myths and Native American tales

Science and Mathematics

 – Human/animal environments & behaviors

 – Fractions: equivalent, expanding, reducing, 
greatest common factors and least common 
multiples

 – Measurement, the four basic operations, long 
division and multi-digit multiplication

Geography & History

 – Drawing maps, the four directions

 – Geographic placement through movement

 – History of Toronto

Art

 – Celtic knot illustrations

 – Modeling animals & local land forms

 – Painting story motifs using warm/cool colors

 – More advanced drawing techniques

French

 – Introduction to writing, reading and 
vocabulary. Starting in Grade 4, the children 
begin the fine task of recording all that has 
been learned so far by heart.
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Recess

 – Students have multiple recesses and daily 
field trips to local parks to energize their 
bodies and activate their minds in social 
play, group dynamics, and exploration of the 
physical environment

Scope

See separate brochure.

Field Trips & Community Events

 – Saint Marie Among the Huron’s: snow 
shoeing, woodworking and more

 – Local field trips: explore the city’s rich 
history

 – Pioneer Village: Dressed in full costume, 
students spend several days at Pioneer 
Village

 – 4th grade play: A Norse myth recited by the 
whole class in costumes/props, introduction 
of individual speaking parts

 – Grade 4 performs the maypole dance at the 
Mayfair

 – Michaelmas, Parent Festivals, Winter Light 
Festival

Handwork

 – Cross stitch: sequences, patterns, symmetry 
and direction

Music

 – Modern musical notation and reading sheet 
music

 – Recorder

 – Singing and playing rounds and part music

 – Beginning ensemble

Gym & Circus ArtS

 – Advanced physical games and movement 
skills

 – Introduce organized physical games with 
rules and strategy

 – Circus Arts activities include juggling, 
unicycling, stilts, silks, and a variety of floor 
exercises
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5th Grade Curriculum  

Social and Emotional 

Development.  

Ancient civilizations.

Your fifth grade child has arrived at the mid-
point between childhood and adolescence, a 
transition involving both social and emotional 
development. It’s a time of harmony and balance 
as the children are comfortable with themselves 
and how they relate to the world. This represents 
a wonderful opportunity for learning.

Our curriculum introduces more formal studies 
in areas such as history, geometry, botany 
and geography. We also bring the students on 
a journey across time and space, to ancient 
civilizations that many include China, Persia, 
India, Egypt and Greece. The fifth grade is 
notable for its Pentathlon event, where fifth 
graders from multiple Waldorf schools meet 
to show their best in a contest inspired by the 
Ancient Greeks.

Science & Mathematics

 – Botany

 – Decimals, fractions

 – Freehand geometry

Language Arts

 – Composition, outlines, study of plots and 
characters, grammar, speech and drama

Literature

 – Mythology of ancient cultures

Geography & History

 – Ancient civilizations—India, Persia, 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, China and Greece

 – North American geography

 – Native American cultures

Art

 – Painting and drawing

 – Sculptural modeling

Handwork

 – Four-needle knitting, sock making or 
slippers
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Recess

 – Students have multiple recesses and daily 
field trips to local parks to energize their 
bodies and activate their minds in social 
play, group dynamics, and exploration of the 
physical environment

French

 – In Grade 5, grammar is introduced (verb 
conjugation, spelling rules, etc.).  The 
children create their own Grammar Book and 
Language Book (similar to a Main Lesson 
Book). A large part of the lesson is dedicated 
to experience the living qualities of the 
language through oral expression in the form 
of poetry, dialogues, speech exercises and 
singing.

Field Trips & Community Events

 – Fall 4 day canoe trip to Algonquin.

 – Spring Pentathlon: three day competition 
held in Aurora, New York. All across North 
America during the month of May, Waldorf 
schools gather fifth graders in this annual 
celebration of fifth grade grace, skill, and 
determination, as a crowning salute to the 
curriculum of the fifth grade in Waldorf 
schools around the world.

 – Botany trips to local ravines and gardens 

 – Visits to a Hindu temple, yoga centre and 
more related to ancient cultural studies

 – Michaelmas, Parent Festivals, Winter Light, 
Terry Fox Run, Ball Hockey Tournament, 
Mayfair

Music

 – Ensemble- Recorder and singing

 – Music literacy

 – 5th/6th grade choir

Scope

See separate brochure.

Gym & Circus Arts

 – Individual training for Pentathlon: discus, 
javelin, long jump, wrestling, running

 – Circus Arts include juggling, unicycling, 
stilts, silks, and a variety of floor exercises
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6th Grade Curriculum

Middle School and the 

Roman Empire.

As puberty approaches, your sixth grade student 
may be about to enter a time of inner turmoil. 
Alongside the physical changes, you can expect 
to see stronger objective reasoning and critical 
thinking skills. Sixth graders beginning 
middle school seek balance between their own 
individuality and their desire to belong.

Our curriculum responds by teaching Astronomy, 
Geometry, Business Math and the Roman Empire, 
which all emphasize unity and lawfulness. 
This resonates with the sixth grader’s desire 
for justice and order during a time of physical 
transformation and inner struggle.

Science 

 – Geology and Mineralogy

 – Astronomy

 – Physics

Mathematics 

 – Four processes with fractions and decimals, 
long and short division, mixed numbers and 
improper fractions, exponents, converting 
decimals to/from fractions, estimating, 
square roots, metric, formulas, angle 
measurement, prime factorization, basic 
percents, mean/median/mode, pie charts, 
area and perimeter, rate of speed, line 
graphs. Mechanical/Mathematical geometry

 – Business math (Business fair)

Language Arts

 – Research and expository writing, business 
writing, speech and drama

Literature

 – Roman mythology and Arthurian legends. 
Independent book reading and book reports

Geography & History

 – Ancient Rome: monarchy, republic, empire 
and fall

 – Founding of Christianity and Islam

 – The Crusades

 – Medieval life in Europe

 – South American or European geography

Art

 – Painting and drawing

 – Sculptural modeling

 – Family Crest and Shield
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Drama

 – 6th grade play: Story from the history/
science curriculum

Gym 

 – Team sports for strategic collaboration, 
teamwork & coordination

SCOPE

See separate brochure.

Cyber Civics and Health 

See introduction to middle school.

Field Trips & Community Events

 – Fall: Canoe Expedition: 4 night trip to 
Algonquin or Temagami

 – TWS basketball tournament, Medieval 
Tournament(Varies). Winter Light Festival, 
Parent Festivals, Mayfair, Coffeehouse

French

 – Formal grammar, dictation, comprehensive 
reading, individualized dialogue, and 
expanded vocabulary, reading, spelling 
practice, poems and songs

Handwork/Woodwork

 – Patternmaking and sewing stuffed toy

 – Wooden bowl or spoon

Music

 – Ensemble 

 – Recorder and singing

 – Tenor & alto recorder

 – Music literacy

 – 5th/6th grade choir

 – Coffeehouse
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7th Grade Curriculum

Discovery Learning.  

The Renaissance.

Your seventh grader may be feeling the 
need to explore limits and express their own 
opinions. For many children, this is a time for 
questioning authority, challenging conventions, 
and asserting independence. We meet seventh 
graders where they are in development by 
applying discovery learning principles.

Our curriculum works across all subjects to echo 
the energy of your seventh grader, including 
a deep dive into another time of remarkable 
discovery- the Renaissance. The explosion of 
creativity and knowledge during this time in 
history provides an elegant parallel to your 
child’s experience of adolescence.

Science & Mathematics 

 – Physics

 – Chemistry

 – Human Physiology and nutrition

 – Geometry, Ratios, Percents, Rates, 
Measurement, Square Root Algorithm

 – Algebra (Main Lesson)

Language Arts

 – Essays, Expository Writing, Research Papers 

 – Take notes out of a lecture review, write 
rough drafts, proofread material, edit and 
transcribe final revisions

 – Reading and writing poetry

 – Grammar skills

 – Independent and group reading of class-
assigned fiction

 – Book reports

History & Geography

 – Encounters/Renaissance, the Age of 
Discovery & the Reformation

 – Geography of Africa and South America

Art

 – Painting

 – Clay Modeling

 – Perspective Drawing

 – Freehand Drawing
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Music

 – Students participate in choir and ensemble

 – Recorders and singing with class teacher

 – Students sing in combined chorus

 – Coffeehouse

Drama

 – 7th grade play: Builds on some aspect of the 
curriculum, often an historical figure, such 
as Magellan

 – Individual speaking parts

Gym 

 – Team sports for strategic collaboration, 
teamwork & coordination

SCOPE

See separate brochure.

Cyber Civics and Health 

See introduction to middle school.

Field Trips & Community Events

 – Winter Adventure Challenge: Three to four 
day dog sledding trip in Algonquin Park with 
Outward Bound

 – TWS basketball tournament, Winter Light, 
Parent Festivals, Mayfair, Theatre, Food 
Bank, Art Gallery, Coffeehouse, Terry Fox run

French

Oral and written French studies continue in 
Grade 7 with increasing emphasis on grammar, 
reading and written French. Grammar studies 
include:

 – passé compose verbs conjugated with “etre”

 – the future tense

 – more irregular verbs in the present tense

 – the preposition “to” and its use in a 
geographical context

 – the possessive adjectives

Practical Arts

 – Handwork varies but can include a Waldorf 
doll

 – Woodworking projects vary but can include a 
marionette
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8th Grade Curriculum

High School Readiness.

The eighth grade is clearly a pivotal year in your 
child’s life—the culmination of childhood, and 
the springboard into high school readiness and 
young adulthood. As such, our eighth-grade 
curriculum takes students from the past into the 
present day, with a journey through the history 
of intellectual achievements in science, math, 
history and literature.

Throughout the year, eighth graders are 
recognized as responsible and active citizens of 
our school community, serving as first grade 
buddies and volunteering within the school. 
A highlight of the year is the eighth-grade 
project, where students propose a subject 
for exploration, source and work with an 
independent mentor, and present the results to 
the school community.

To celebrate your eighth grader’s maturity 
and self-reliance, the school year includes an 
extended wilderness and service trip.

Science

 – Physics: Hydraulics, Aeromechanics & 
Electromagnetism

 – Chemistry: sugars, starches, proteins, fats & 
oils. Periodic Table

 – Meteorology

Mathematics

 – Algebra, Number Bases, Pythagorean 
Theorem, Mensuration, Percents & Growth, 
Dimensional Analysis and Proportions

 – Mechanical/Mathematical Geometry

Language Arts

 – Creative Thinking and Critical Reasoning

 – Essay and Research Report Writing

 – Poetry and Short Story Analysis and Writing

 – Independent Reading and Advanced Literacy

 – Oral Presentation

 – Vocabulary Development & Grammar

History & Geography

 – Major historical and cultural movements 
from the French Revolution to modern day 
issues.

 – Global perspective surveys of landforms 
oceans, atmosphere, climates and 
ecosystems
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Music

 – Students participate in ensemble

 – 7th/8th grade choir

 – Coffeehouse

Drama

 – 8th grade play: This is the jewel in the crown 
of their graduating year. Past performances 
have included: a musical, Shakespeare play, 
or a well-known classic

 – High production values and total class 
participation in set building/painting, 
costumes

Gym

 – Team-based sports

Hero’s Journey Project

 – A multi-disciplinary project in the fall that 
can include drama, movement, music art and 
oral and written English.

SCOPE

See separate brochure.

Cyber Civics and Health 

See introduction to middle school.

Field Trips & Community Events

 – Grade 8 graduating trip 5-7 days. Rose 
Ceremony, Parent Festivals, Winter Fair, 
Winter Light, Terry Fox Run, TWS basketball 
tournament, Mayfair, Coffeehouse and 
Graduation. Students engage in active 
community service through SCOPE and earn 
the right to attend WE Day. 

Art

 – Painting

 – Clay Modeling

 – Drawing

French

 – Composition skills are applied to factual 
writing such as daily schedules or recipe 
instructions. The French program weaves 
in as much as possible elements of French 
culture including, food, music, drama, 
film and art. The net effect is that our 
students are more than prepared for grade 9 
French but they also appreciate the culture 
and history that this beautiful language 
represents.

Handwork/Woodworking

 – Woodworking projects vary

 – Sewing projects vary from upcycling to 
pyjama pants.
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